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had not yet been put into the battle, was to march from.
Trocy towards Dhuisy to attack the British forces
crossing the Marne. By an order issued at 12.35 p.m.
this division was placed under the orders of General von
der Marwitz, who was guarding the left flank of the
Army at La Ferte-sous-Jouarre, and with Kraewel's
Brigade north-east of that place.* At 10.30 a.m. he
had sent in a report, received at 12.42 p.m., that the
British forces on this side of the river were being attacked,
which was entirely in accordance with the wishes of
the Army Commander.
The wing of attack was still advancing between La
Ferte Milon and Crepy-en-Valois. From a telephone
conversation with the Chief of the Staff of the IT. Corps
it appeared that, owing to the state of the battle on
the Ourcq, it was not yet necessary to withdraw the
left wing of the Army. With the consent of Army
Headquarters, the group under General von Linsingen
therefore remained in its former position.
Shortly after 1 p.m. the following wireless message
arrived from the Second Army: "Airmen report the
advance of four long enemy columns towards the Marne;
at 9 a.m. their advanced troops were on the line Nanteuil
-Citry-Pavant-Nogent-rArtaud. The Second Army is
beginning to retreat, its right flank on Damery." This
retreat widened the gap between the two Armies, which
up till now had been screened, into a serious breach
in the western wing of the German Armies, extending—
with every possibility of a further increase—from
Chateau Thierry to about Epernay—that is to say, on
the breadth of front of an Army. Not till twenty hours
* Thus, the British were opposed by the 5th Division, Kraewel's
Composite Brigade, I. Cavalry Corps (two divisions), and II. Cavalry
Corps (two divisions only, as 4th was on Von Kluck's right).

